
Oklahoma Art in Public Places 
Cherokee Strip Regional Heritage Center 

 
Request for Qualifications  

 
 
Project Description  
 
The qualities of the great American Pioneer spirit that propelled this country’s westward 
expansion were embodied in the 1893 Cherokee Strip Land Run. Today, that pioneer spirit, 
which is this region’s heritage, is the inspiration and force for the future. To preserve and share 
the rich traditions of Northwest Oklahoma, a state-of-the-art Regional Heritage Center will be 
created by transforming, expanding, and renaming the current Museum of the Cherokee Strip 
in Enid. 
 
The new Cherokee Strip Regional Heritage Center will become a focal point for education and 
local history, a compelling tourist attraction, and the leading advocate for preserving and 
showcasing the region’s dramatic history and its continuing influence. 
 
Oklahoma Art in Public Places, on behalf of the Cherokee Strip Regional Heritage Center, 
Enid, Oklahoma, is seeking an artist (or team of artists) to create permanent, unique stair 
railing panels for the atrium area of the renovated museum. The design of the painted steel 
railing system creates panels (the portion of railing between posts, top rail, and bottom rail) 
that can be filled in with artwork. The railings will be code compliant accessible handrails, 
framed to the floor. The artwork can be of any appropriate media, as long as it complies with 
all safety issues. It would be preferable to have natural resources from the area incorporated 
into the design of the panels, e.g. alabaster and wood from native trees. This artwork in the 
stair railing panels will have a significant visual impact when one enters the vestibule and must 
complement the architecture, style, scale, and integrity of the building. Details of the building 
plan and stair railings can be found at the Cherokee Strip Regional Heritage Center website, 
www.regionalheritagecenter.org.  The vestibule will be utilized as an enterprise exhibition area 
with an original water well drilling rig, the Failing rig, exhibited in the center of the vestibule. 
 
The rail is in four contiguous sections; the current dimensions are as follows:  
7'-1" sloping along the lower ramp; 15'- 8" sloping along the main ramp; 5'-4" horizontal along 
the upper overlook; and 6'-7" sloping along the steps. All rails are at approximately 34" high. 
The above referenced website contains drawings showing the placement of the stair railings. 
 
Brief History  
The 1893 Land Run into the Cherokee Outlet, now known as the Cherokee Strip, was the 
largest of the nation’s land runs and marks the closing of the western frontier.  Since 1964, the 
Museum of the Cherokee Strip with more than 10,000 artifacts and over 8,000 photographs 
and documents has successfully worked to preserve and interpret the history of the land run 
and subsequent development of northwestern Oklahoma.   
 
Adjacent to the museum building is Humphrey Heritage Village — a grouping of four authentic, 
historically important buildings including the original 1893 Land Office, that have been placed 
around a village green and gazebo.  The Heritage Center and Humphrey Heritage Village 
overlook historic Government Springs Park, a Chisholm Trail watering stop. The combination 



of the museum, heritage village and the park creates one of the most significant heritage visitor 
destinations and educational resources in northwest Oklahoma. 
 
In telling the story of the history of northwest Oklahoma, the Cherokee Strip Regional Heritage 
Center will illuminate and honor the pioneer spirit, and will inspire its presence in future 
generations.  The new Cherokee Strip Regional Heritage Center will become a focal point for 
education and local history, a compelling tourist attraction, and the leading advocate for 
preserving and showcasing the region’s dramatic history and its continuing influence.   
 
Budget   
The total artist's fee for the project is $30,000. This amount must cover all associated costs 
including design, materials, fabrication, travel, insurance coverage, shipping and installation. If 
a design is presented that would warrant additional funding, consideration will be given to 
raising additional funds. In this instance a supplemental design and budget would have to be 
submitted with the Request for Proposals. 
   
Artist Eligibility  
Open to all professional artists residing in the United States. Applicants must be able to work 
effectively within the project timeline and collaborate with the design team. 
 
Timeline  

 Application Deadline: Friday, May 16, 2008 at 5:00 pm 
 The following dates are subject to change: 
 Notify Artists:  by June 13, 2008  
 Artists’ Presentation of Proposals: by August 1, 2008  

Selection of Artist: by August 6, 2008  
Completion of Heritage Center: May-July 2009 

 
Application Guidelines  
Submissions for this project must contain the following materials: 

 A one-page maximum typed letter of interest outlining your qualifications for and 
interest in the project, as well as the general idea for your approach.  Please 
consider the following questions when developing your letter of interest: 
♦ Why do you want to work on this project? 
♦ How would you approach this project?   
♦ What materials do you work with that would be appropriate? 
♦ Have you worked on similar projects? If not, what relevant experiences do 

you have? 
♦ How does the project relate to your current work? 

 A sketch may be included but must be no larger than 8.5 x 11 inches. Do not 
send original work.  

 Resume (not to exceed three pages) 
 An Artist Submission Entry Form and Checklist (attached) 
 A CD with 10 to 20 digital photographs in JPEG format.  All images must have a 

resolution within the range of 72 to 150 dpi and a size not larger than a 5x7.  
Annotated image list: An image list corresponding with the: 
♦ filename on the CD-ROM should include the following: artist’s name,  
♦ title of artwork, medium, size, date of artwork completion, location and  
♦ project details (i.e. budget commissioning agency, etc, if public art).  
♦ The list should be sorted in desired priority of viewing. 



 A list of three references with whom you have worked on a public art project, 
including current telephone number and/or email address. 

 A self-addressed, stamped envelope (SASE) with postage sufficient for the return 
of your materials. Materials will not be returned unless a SASE is included. 

 
Send applications to:   Debby Williams 
    Oklahoma Art in Public Places 
    2401 North Laird Avenue 
    Oklahoma City, Oklahoma  73105 
 

 All applications must be RECEIVED by 5:00 p.m. CST, Friday, May 16, 2008 
 To ensure fairness, there are no extensions or waivers of deadlines. 
 Applicants will be notified no later than June 13, 2008  as to the status of their 

application. 
 Questions or for more information contact: 

 Debby Williams at 405.522.8959 or dwilliams@okhistory.org 
 

Site Committee and Selection Criteria  
The artist will be selected based on the materials submitted---please see the Application 
Guidelines above. Selection for this project will be made by a panel of representatives of the 
Cherokee Strip Regional Heritage Center, the project architect, members of the arts 
community and the community at-large.  The panel will be looking at the merit of the artist’s 
work, past experience at completing projects on time and within budget, and appropriateness 
and maintenance requirements. The Site Committee will also consider artists who can 
demonstrate sensitivity to the site and surroundings. Artists must be able to commit and 
effectively work within the project timeline and collaborate with the Heritage Center's 
administration, Oklahoma Historical Society personnel, architects, and Oklahoma Department 
of Central Services. 
 
Selection Process  
At this stage of the selection process, specific concepts are not required; however, the 
selection panel would like a general idea of your approach to this project. You are welcome to 
submit drawings, but they should not be larger than 8.5 x 11 inches and should not be 
originals.  
 
Please note that the guidelines are geared for artists with experience in public art 
commissions.  Artists who are unable to submit a CD documenting their previous work should 
submit a detailed proposal.   
 
The Site Committee will review applicants’ submissions and then select up to five finalists. 
Each finalist will be asked to create a site-specific design proposal that will include a scale 
model or maquette, an itemized budget, a project timeline and a project narrative. The artists 
will be awarded an honorarium for their proposal. Finalists will be required to present their 
proposals in person to the Site Committee and a wide spectrum of community members. Out-
of-area artists will receive a moderate allowance for transportation and per diem expenses. 
The Site Committee will make the final decision on the artist awarded the project. 
 
Commissioning of artists by Oklahoma Art in Public Places is implemented without preference 
to racial or ethnic origins, sex, sexual orientation, religious affiliation, disability or age. 
 



Oklahoma Art in Public Places reserves the right to modify this solicitation and to request 
additional information or proposals from any or all-participating artists. Oklahoma Art in Public 
Places reserves the right to accept or reject, at any time prior to the commissioning of a work, 
any or all proposals when the acceptance, rejection, waiver or advertisement would be in the 
best interest of the project. In addition, Oklahoma Art in Public Places may solicit proposals 
from artists not responding to this call and reserves the right to select an artist outside of the 
pool of artists responding to this call. 
 



 
 

 
 

 
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF ENTRIES is 5:00 p.m. CST on May 16, 2008. 

 
Name  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address____________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State and Zip Code ______________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number ________________  Cell Number______________ Fax Number___________ 
 
Email__________________________Website______________________________________  
 
Submission 

 Entry Checklist 
 Completed Submission Entry Form 
 
 CD with 10 -20 digital photographs of work 
 
 Image identification sheet (form included or you may use your own 

format if all required information is included) 
 
 1 appropriately organized set of requested Written Materials 
  (Statement, Resume and Other Information) 
 
 Adequately sized, addressed and stamped envelope for return of CDs.  

CDs will not be returned if SASE is not included with submission.  All 
materials that are not returned will be retained by Oklahoma Art in 
Public Places Program. 

 
 
Please indicate if Artist is submitting as an Individual or as a Team of Artists: 
□ Individual Artist 
□ Artist Team Member.  Type names of other Team Members below: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARTIST SUBMISSION ENTRY FORM 
Complete one form for each Artist.  Form must be typed. 



 
IMAGE IDENTIFICATION SHEET 
Complete one for each artist. Form must be typed. 
 
Artist Name  __________________________________________________________________ 
 

1. Title of Work _____________________________________________Price:________________________ 

Owner/Location    __________________________________________________________________________ 

Media                     __________________________________________________________________________ 

Date Completed/Dimensions__________________________________________________________________ 

2. Title of Work         _____________________________________________Price:________________________ 

Owner/Location    __________________________________________________________________________ 

Media                     __________________________________________________________________________ 

 Date Completed/Dimensions__________________________________________________________________  

3. Title of Work        ______________________________________________Price:_______________________ 

Owner/Location    __________________________________________________________________________ 

Media                     __________________________________________________________________________ 

 Date Completed/Dimensions__________________________________________________________________ 

4. Title of Work         ______________________________________________Price:_______________________ 

Owner/Location    __________________________________________________________________________ 

Media                     __________________________________________________________________________ 

 Date Completed/Dimensions__________________________________________________________________ 

5. Title of Work         _______________________________________________Price:______________________ 

Owner/Location    __________________________________________________________________________ 

Media                     __________________________________________________________________________ 

 Date Completed/Dimensions__________________________________________________________________ 

6. Title of Work        _______________________________________________Price:______________________ 

Owner/Location   __________________________________________________________________________ 

Media                     __________________________________________________________________________ 

 Date Completed/Dimensions__________________________________________________________________ 

7. Title of Work        ________________________________________________Price:______________________ 

Owner/Location   ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Media                    ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 Date Completed/Dimensions___________________________________________________________________ 

8. Title of Work       __________________________________________________Price:_____________________ 

Owner/Location  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Media                   ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 Date Completed/Dimensions___________________________________________________________________ 

9. Title of Work       _________________________________________________Price:______________________ 

Owner/Location  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Media                   ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 Date Completed/Dimensions___________________________________________________________________ 

10. Title of Work       __________________________________________________Price:______________________ 

Owner/Location  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Media                   _____________________________________________________________________________ 



DateCompleted/Dimensions____________________________________________________________________  
 


